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only as the covenanter who had suppressed the incipient royalism
of the Gordons, hated to see the authority of the nobles under-
mined by this new class and was anxious to effect a reconcilia-
tion between the nobles and the king. He would have been
content with such a situation as existed under James VI before
the establishment of episcopacy or the Articles of Perth, when
the alliance of king and nobles kept presbyterianism within due
bounds.
Charles viewed the proceedings of the Scottish parliament
with the utmost dislike. Before the year was out he made up
his mind that it was impossible for him permanently to acquiesce
in the overthrow of his authority in Scotland, and he began to
cast round for the means of waging war again. For some time
he had largely entrusted the management of Scottish affairs to
a body of privy councillors, known either as the Scottish Com-
mittee or the Committee of Eight (the number of its members).
Its debates furnish some of the most important illustrations of
the system of government that commended itself at this time
to the royal advisers. On this occasion it was Strafford, sup-
ported by Laud and Hamilton, who successfully argued for
calling a parliament. The secretary of state, Windebank, sums
up the motives that influenced the councillors :
'But the lords being desirous that the king and his people should
meet if it were possible, in the ancient and ordinary way of parlia-
ment, rather than any other, were of opinion his Majesty should make
trial of that once more, that so he might leave his people without
excuse, and have wherewithal to justify himself to God and the
world, that in his own inclination he desired the old way; but that
if his people should not cheerfully according to their duties meet him
in that, especially in this exigent, when his kingdoms and person are
in apparent danger, the world might see he is forced contrary to his
own inclination to use extraordinary means, rather than by the
peevishness of some few factious spirits to suffer his state and govern-
ment to be lost.91
To raise money by parliamentary authority would take time.
Meanwhile the councillors agreed to make a loan to the king>
which eventually amounted to about £230,000, a sum large
enough to permit the first steps towards raising an army- This
time the train-bands south of the Humber were to be called upon
for service, inasmuch as those north of the river had borne the
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